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SUBJECT: "BALKAN AXIS" OFFICIALLY DENIED 

1. PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS' MAY 26-27 OFFICIAL VISIT TO 
BUCHAREST RECEIVED EXTENSIVE AND ENTHUSIASTIC PRESS, RADIO 
AND TV COVERAGE HERE. VISIT GENERALLY CHARACTERIZED AS 
ANOTHER SUCCESS FOR PM. THE VISIT ITSELF, TOGETHER WITH 
CARAMANLIS' UPCOMING TRIPS TO BELGRADE (JUNE 4-5) AND LATER 
TO SOFIA, AND SEVERAL EARLIER HIGH LEVEL VISITS TO GREECE 
BY OFFICIALS OF ITS THREE NORTHERN NEIGHBORS, HAS LED TO 
STORIES IN THE PRESS ABOUT A GREEK "OPENING" TO THE NORTH 
OR "BALKAN AXIS". 

2. THIS PRESS SPECULATION SUGGESTED THAT GREEK 

INTENTION IS TO BOLSTER GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE BALKAN COUNTRIES 
AND THUS, WITH THE BENEFIT OF IMPROVED SECURITY CONDITIONS ON 
ITS NORTHERN FRONTIER, GREECE WOULD BE IN A BETTER POSITION TO 
DEAL WITH ITS MOST PRESSING FOREIGN POLICY PROBLEM, I.E. TURKEY. 

ONE NEWSPAPER FURTHER CONJECTURED ON THE POSSIBILITY OF A BALKAN 
CONFERENCE ON CYPRUS BASING ITS STORY ON ALLEGED SUPPORT BY 
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SIMILAR PROPOSAL MADE EARLIER BY ROMANIAN FONMIN MACOVESCU 
DURING HIS VISITS TO ATHENS AND ANKARA. 

3. GOG SPOKESMAN, ON BACKGROUND, DESCRIBED PRESS REPORTS ON 
CREATION OF A "BALKAN AXIS" AS INACCURATE. SPOKESMAN, CON- 
TINUING ON BACKGROUND, SAID STRENGTHENING OF BILATERAL CONTACTS 
NATURALLY COULD LEAD TO BETTER MULTILATERAL RELATIONS AND THA 
IT FOLLOWED THAT REGIONAL NORMALIZATION SHOULD BE A COMMON 
OBIECTIVE. GOG SOURCE DENIED REPORTS THAT GREECE IS SHOWING 

A TENDENCY TO FOLLOW A NEUTRALIST POLICY. HE ADDED THAT GREECE'S 
POSITION IS TO ESTABLISH THAT THE SO-CALLED SLAV-COMMUNIST 
DANGER TODAY NO LONGER EXISTS FOR GREECE, BUT INSTEAD, GREECE 
IS FACED WITH TURKISH EXPANSIONISM. THE SPOKESMAN CONCLUDED 
THAT IT WAS REASONABLE THEREFORE FOR GREECE TO TURN TO THE BALKAN 
COUNTRIES IN ORDER TO DEVELOP NORMAL RELATIONS WITH THEM. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE THERE HAS BEEN A DEFINITE INCREASE IN 
OFFICIAL HIGH LEVEL OFFICIAL VISITS BETWEEN GREECE AND ITS 
BALKAN NEIGHBORS SINCE THE RESTORATION OF POLITICAL GOVERNMENT 
( C ARAM ANLIS ' VISIT TO BUCHAREST REPRESENTS THE FIRST VISIT BY 

A GREEK PREMIER TO A WARSAW PACT COUNTRY), THE POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC CONSTRAINTS PREVAILING IN BOTH GREECE AND IN ITS 
NORTHERN NEIGHBORS ARE NO LESS REAL. THE BACKGROUND STATEMENT 
BY THE FOF SPOKESMAN SHOULD BE READ, WE BELIEVE, AT FACE VALUE. 

AS A RESULT OF EVENTS IN CYPRUS AND DEVELOPMENTS RELATING TO THE 
AEGEAN, GREEK APPREHENSIONS ABOUT A POSSIBLE CONFLICT WITH 
TURKEY HAVE AT LEAST TEMPORARILY ECLIPSED TRADITIONAL FEARS 
OF SLAV EXPANSIONISM. 
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